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Gala Christmas Luncheon Closes 
Out 2016 With Holiday Cheer
By Ben Cromer

 The polar vortex made its way to Washington in mid-December but the height-
ened cold did not detract from the warm holiday spirit on display at the 20th Annual 
Gala Christmas Luncheon, held December 16 at the newly-renovated Old Post Office on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington.  

 Our Guest-of-Honor, Patrick Davies, OBE, Deputy Head-of-Mission at the British 
Embassy, welcomed everyone to BABA’s traditional end-of-year holiday extravaganza, 
which included a wonderful performance from the Chorus of the British International 
School of Washington. 

 A special thanks to all of our sponsors: Premier Sponsor British Airways; our 
Platinum Sponsors Airbus Americas Inc., Lockheed Martin Corporation, and OBX-
tek, Inc.; Gold Sponsors Arnold & Porter LLP, BT, HSBC, Prospect 33, LLC, Rolls-
Royce North America, and Strelmark, LLC; and Silver Sponsors AECOM and British 
International School of Washington. [For more event photos, see pages 6-7]
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At the Gala Christmas Luncheon, from left to right: BABA President 
Eamonn Cooney; Deputy Ambassador Patrick Davies; and BABA 
Chairman Barry Eccleston.

On page 4: Our ‘Think 
Green’ networking event.

Our Events Calendar is Heating Up!

Visit www.babawashington.org for a listing of events...

Register Online Today!
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From the President . . .
 Dear Members:  

 Founded in 1987, this is BABA’s 30th Anniversary 
and our mission remains to support and develop strong 
UK-US trade and investment, through the activities, net-
working, and benefits we bring you, our members, along 

with providing a close liaison 
with the UK and US govern-
ments. 

 We can certainly expect 
to see significant develop-
ments in UK-US business, com-
merce, policy, and politics with 
both a new US administration 
and progress on the Brexit 
negotiations. We will follow 
both closely and plan actions 
and events accordingly. 

 We will continue our 
successful business network-

ing events like our CEO speaker series; policy breakfasts 
with the British Ambassador; ongoing Brexit programs; 
and events on US trade policy, UK-US defense, finance, 
health, and other sectors. 

 We ended last year with another very successful 
Christmas luncheon.  It was wonderful to see so many 
members and guests enjoy it all.  We appreciate all the 
positive and informative feedback to our survey, which 
will be followed up on in planning the 2017 event.  Speak-
ing of events, don’t forget the BABC’s Annual Transatlantic 
Business Conference, May 10-11 in Chicago. I plan to 
attend and I hope many of you can join me.  For details, 
visit www.babc.org/conference.

 I would also like to welcome our newest mem-
bers to BABA, those I have met and those I look forward 
to meeting at a next BABA event (see our Website for 
details). We encourage members to let us know about 
their UK-US business success, so we can acknowledge 
and support you across BABA’s social media.

 An interesting and eventful year lies ahead 
for BABA so I wish you success as we take the journey 
through it! Happy New Year and all the very best for a 
prosperous 2017! 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN
HM Ambassador to the USA, Sir Kim Darroch, KCMG 

FOUNDING DIRECTORS
Robert J. Gladwell, OBE, Founding Chairman
Terence Roche Murphy, OBE
Barry J. New, OBE

OFFICERS
Barry Eccleston, Chairman
Eamonn Cooney, President
Jennifer Taylor Hodges, Vice President
Mark Herlach, Vice President
Patricia A. Karhuse, MBE, Secretary
Richard Larkworthy, Treasurer (Deloitte)

DIRECTORS
Neil R. Agate, Four Gates LLC
Jeffrey Clegg, Deloitte
Eamonn Cooney, Anameire LLC 
John DIckerman, The CBI
Barry Eccleston, Airbus Americas, Inc.
Thomas C. Harrell, Indigo DNA Corporation
Mark D. Herlach, Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
Amy Jeffress, Arnold & Porter LLP
Freya Jackson, British Embassy
Robert D. Len, The Wolf Group
Marisa Lino, Northrop Grumman Corporation
Carmie McCook, Carmie McCook & Associates
Jan Mul, Fairfax County Economic Development Authority
Christopher Parker, New Horizon Wines
Steve Plummer, Rolls-Royce North America
Bradley Rossin, AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals
Derrick Surratt, British Airways
Kara Sutton, Bertlesmann Foundation
Jennifer Taylor Hodges, BT Americas Inc.
Quentin Whiteree, IDEEA, Inc.

COUNSEL
C. Randall Nuckolls, Dentons

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
David Marsh, Health & Life Sciences
Caroline Cooper/Marisa Lino, Defense, Aerospace,  
  Transportation & Security (DATS)
Mark Herlach, Energy & Environment
Thomas Good/Jeffrey Clegg, Financial Services
Jill Landefeld/Jan Mul, Marketing/Business Development
Sal Tamburo, Program
David Howgill/Chris Parker, Small Business
John Dickerman/Thomas Whitehead, Trade & Policy
Kara Sutton/Annie Crawford, Young Professionals

ADMINISTRATION
Patricia A. Karhuse, MBE, Executive Director
P. Rugger Smith, Administrator

Eamonn Cooney
President@babawashington.org



BABA Newsletter/February 2017       page 3

The BABA Small Business Group meets with 
representatives from the UK Department for 
International Trade (DIT) in 2016. The discussion 
featured Richard Turner, DIT Regional Director; and 
Stuart Baird, Consul and Head of Trade & Investment.

Two DC Law Firms Merge 
 Arnold & Porter LLP and Kaye Scholer LLP 
have merged to become Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer 
LLP. According to the firm, the combined company has 
“renowned regulatory expertise, sophisticated litigation 
and transactional 
practitioners, and 
leading multidisci-
plinary practices in 
the life sciences and financial services industries.”

 The combined law firm has approximately 
1,000 lawyers across nine domestic and four 
international offices spanning more than 30 practice 
areas, including US, European Union, and cross-border 
regulatory, litigation, and transactional services. 

 For more information, visit www.apks.com.

Virgin Now Offers TSA Precheck
 Virgin Atlantic Airways is the first UK airline to 
participate in the Transportation Security Administration’s 
TSA Precheck program.  Virgin Atlantic’s joint venture 
partner, Delta Air Lines, already offers this option for 
customers flying Delta.  TSA Precheck enables custom-
ers to skip the slower security queues and enjoy a faster, 
easier security screening process when departing from US 
airports. Qualifying customers who enter a valid Known 
Traveller Number or Customs and Border Protection-issued 
PASSID in their Virgin Atlantic or Delta reservations, and 
are pre-approved, will then see the TSA Precheck notation 
on their boarding pass.  

 For details, visit www.virginatlantic.com.

New Campaign Highlights Trade & 
Investment Opportunities In UK
 The UK’s Department for International Trade 
has kicked off its largest ever international trade and 
investment campaign as part of the UK Government’s con-
tinued drive to be the business destination of choice.

 Aimed at international businesses and gov-
ernments, the 
campaign will 
showcase the 
UK’s trade and 

investment opportunities to a global marketplace, includ-
ing the US.  Prime Minister Theresa May and President 
Donald Trump discussed trade relations between the two 
countries at their meeting in January.  

 The campaign launch is the latest initiative in the 
successful longstanding “GREAT Britain” campaign to pro-
mote the best of what the UK has to offer the world. This 
campaign positions the UK as the home of impressive and 
surprising creativity, exper-
tise, innovation, quality, and 
world-leading capabilities.

 Declaring to global 
investors that the UK is open 
for business, the campaign 
showcases the strength of 
the UK as a leading invest-
ment and business destina-
tion, particularly in financial 
services, creative industries, the life sciences sector, and 
the sustainable energy industry.  

 The comprehensive, multi-channel campaign 
will display a series of new images showcasing the UK’s 
world-leading products and services, including advertis-
ing in international airport hubs such as New York, Los 
Angeles, Hong Kong, Dubai, Frankfurt, Amsterdam, and 
Singapore. 

 Secretary of State for International Trade, Dr. Liam 
Fox, MP, said:  “The UK is open and ready for business, 
and the launch of our largest international trade campaign 
is an important step in showcasing the very best of what 
our country has to offer to the world.”

 For more information, visit www.gov.uk. 

MEMBER NEWS

PUBLICATIONS STAFF
Benjamin D. Cromer, Editor & Designer
Keith Harvey, Photographer

© 2017 British-American Business Association 
of Washington, DC, Inc.   All Rights Reserved.

EMBASSY NEWS
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All BABA event photos can be viewed at www.babawashington.org

Photos by Harvey & Harvey Photographers

Harriet Baldwin, MP (center, in white jacket), with the 
invited guests at the roundtable event.

From left to right: Eamonn Cooney, Minister Baldwin, 
and Mark Herlach.

Last October 4, BABA’s Energy & Environment 
Committee and our Young Professionals Group 
hosted a networking and social event on the “green” 
rooftop of Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP’s DC 
offices.  Attendees enjoyed city views, networked 
with BABA members and guests, and learned how 
“going green” is good business practice. BABA was 
joined by the French-American Chamber of Com-
merce and the Swedish-American Chamber of 
Commerce.  The Energy & Environment Committee 
focuses on the policy issues and business opportuni-
ties presented to UK-US member businesses.  BABA’s 
frequent business and social events all include a 
networking component.  For a listing of events, visit 
www.babawashington.org.  

International “Think Green” Rooftop Networking Experience

Hosted by Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP 

October 4, 2016

From left to right: Neil Agate, Mary Larson Abboud, and 
Mark Herlach enjoy the rooftop event.

Dinner Roundtable for Invited Guests with Harriett Baldwin, MP
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State & Minister for Defence Procurement

Sponsored by Airbus 

September 29, 2016
Following changes to the UK Government’s ministerial team last July, the Minister for Defence 
Procurement, Harriet Baldwin, MP, visited Washington to discuss deliverables from the 2015 
Strategic Defence and Security Review, as well as the UK’s Innovation initiative launched in 2016. 
This roundtable event for invited guests, sponsored by Airbus in cooperation with BABA and the 
British Embassy, was an opportunity to share industry views on current defense priorities, as 
the Minister looked to set the agenda for engagement with the new US Administration.
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Mark Your Calendars!  Transatlantic Business Conference:  
May 10-11, 2017
 The Transatlantic Business Conference, organized annually by the British-American 
Business Council (BABC), will focus 
on evolving opportunities in the USA, 
Canada, and Europe as transatlantic 
businesses absorb changes in the realities 
of economies, trade, borders, and 
governance.  The 2017 conference will be 
hosted by BABC Chicago from May 10-11.

 Dedicated to promoting a robust 
dialogue between the United States and 
United Kingdom, the BABC draws upon 
the leadership of its 2,000 member 
companies across 22 chapter cities.  

 For more information on this 
year’s conference, including registration 
details, visit www.babc.org/conference. C
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Flora Fraser Named Mount Vernon’s Georgian Papers Fellow
 The Fred W. Smith National Library for the Study of George Washington has named author and 
historian Flora Fraser as its second Georgian Papers Fellow.  The 
fellowship provides a scholar the opportunity to work in the Royal 
Library and Archives at Windsor Castle, focusing on the papers of 
King George III.  

 The Georgian Papers project is a partnership of the Royal 
Library and Archives and King’s College London, as well as several 
American institutions, including the Washington Library at Mount 
Vernon.  This alliance allows the Washington Library to establish a 
scholarly exchange with King’s College London, in order to digitize, 
disseminate, study, and interpret an extraordinarily rich collection 
of historic materials, including correspondence, maps, and royal 
household ledgers.  

 Fraser was selected based upon her significant scholarship 
on the life, leadership, and legacy of George Washington, as well as 
the broader mission of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association.

 For more information on the project, visit www.mountvernon.org.
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Former UK Official Tackles Brexit 
Issues at BABA Roundtable
 Last December 8, BABA held a breakfast roundtable dis-
cussion at the offices of Arnold & Porter LLP with Sir Simon 
Fraser, former head of the UK’s Foreign Commonwealth Of-
fice and currently head of Flint Global.  His topic was "The UK  
Government Post-Brexit — Navigating the Issues.”  BABA will 
continue to organize events throughout 2017 that address the 
immense changes that businesses — on both sides of the Atlantic 
— face as the UK addresses the challenges of Brexit.
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All BABA event photos can be viewed at www.babawashington.org

Photos by Harvey & Harvey Photographers

Margarita Nagle Jones (c.), Hilary Fordwich (r.) with a 
guest at the reception.

Jan Mul (c.) with Neil and Kathy Agate.

Jennifer Taylor Hodges (c,) with Kara Sutton and guest 
take in the festive atmosphere.

Grand Prize raffle prize winner Mona Terrell (holding 
envelope) with Derrick Surratt (l.) British Airways; 
Craig Irving, American AIrlines; and Sally-Anne Andrew.

20th Annual Gala Christmas Luncheon

With Premier Sponsor

December 16, 2016

Washington, DC
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All BABA event photos can be viewed at www.babawashington.org

Photos by Harvey & Harvey Photographers

The setting at the hotel ballroom during the luncheon. David and Fleur Howgill (at right) with their guests.

BABA Members at the OBXtek table get into the holiday 
spirit.

The group from Rolls-Royce, from left to right: Craig 
McVay, Jonathan Gallinetti and George Kampstra.
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“Brexit: What’s Next for Business?”

Hosted by

Allen & Overy LLP

October 6, 2016

BABA presented the first in a series of roundtables 
designed to examine specific implications arising 
out of the UK’s vote last June to leave the EU. The 
first roundtable, held last October 6 at the DC offices 
of Allen & Overy LLP, was on the economic and 
political implications of Brexit.  The Panel Moderator 
was Thomas Whitehead, Director of US Government 
Affairs at BT.  Panelists were Rain Newton-Smith, 
the Chief Economist of the Confederation of British 
Industry; and Charles Borden, a Partner in the 
Washington office of Allen & Overy who leads the 
firm’s Political Law Practice.  BABA organizes fre-
quent events on key topics of interest to the British-
American business community in the Washington 
region, all with a business networking component.  
Visit www.babawashington.org for details.

Panelis Shawn Wright and Joe Poluka (c.), both from 
Blank Rome LLP; and Moderator Terence Gilroy from 
Barclays.

Eamonn Cooney (far right) with panelists Charles 
Borden, Allen & Overy; and Rain Newton Smith, The CBI.  
Moderator was Thomas Whitehead (third from left), BT.

“Anti-money Laundering, Counterterrorism, Economic 
Sanctions, the FCPA, and the PATRIOT Act”

Hosted by

Blank Rome LLP

November 22, 2016
The Securities and Exchange Commission and the 
Department of Justice are ramping up enforcement 
efforts with respect to the Foreign Corrupt Practices 
Act (FCPA). In addition, as more emphasis is placed 
on US PATRIOT Act compliance by US financial insti-
tutions, non-US financial institutions, and corporates 
can expect increased scrutiny from their US banking 
partners to satisfy the due diligence requirements 
of the USA PATRIOT Act and US anti-money laun-
dering (AML) and counter-terrorist financing (CTF) 
requirements generally.  Last November 22, BABA 
member Blank Rome LLC hosted a panel discussion 
at its DC offices on the topic with Panel Moderator 
Joseph Poluka, Partner, Blank Rome LLP.  Panelists 
were Shawn Wright, Partner, Blank Rome LLP; and 
Terence Gilroy, Director, Barclays.

All BABA event photos can be viewed at www.babawashington.org

Photos by Harvey & Harvey Photographers
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Sponsoring Members

AECOM

Airbus Americas, Inc.

Allen & Overy LLP

The Anschutz Corporation

Arnold & Porter LLP

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals, LP

BAE SYSTEMS

Barclays

The Boeing Company

British Airways
 
British International School of   
           Washington

BT Americas Inc.

CH2M Hill

Chevron

Cobham

Deloitte & Touche LLP

Dentons US LLP

Fairfax County Economic    
  Development Authority

GSK

HSBC Bank USA, NA

Lockheed Martin Corporation

MBDA Missile Systems

Newseum

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Pratt & Whitney

PricewaterhouseCoopers

QinetiQ Inc.

Raytheon Company

Rolls-Royce North America Inc.

Serco

Smith & Nephew

Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP

Viacom, Inc.

Virgin Atlantic Airways

WETA

Check Out BABA Online...
BABA Event Listings, Committee Information, Photos & More!

www.babawashington.org

BABA welcomes the following new Sponsoring Members: 

Google

Citrin Cooperman
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New Members
SPONSORING MEMBERS

GOOGLE

Software & Internet Services

Michele Lynch, Manager
25 Massachusetts Ave, NW, 9th Floor 
Washington, DC  20001
Tel: 650-713-9850
E-mail: mmlynch@google.com

Google is a US multinational technology company 
specializing in Internet-related services and products 
that include online advertising technologies, search, 
cloud computing, software, and hardware. Google 
was founded in 1996 by Larry Page and Sergey Brin 
while they were PhD students at Stanford University 
in California. In August 2015, Google announced 
plans to reorganize its various interests as a con-
glomerate called Alphabet with Google as the um-
brella company for Alphabet’s Internet interests.

CITRIN COOPERMAN
Accounting Services

Dave Hollander, CPA
Timothy Larson, CPA, MPA
7101 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1012
Bethesda, MD  20814
Tel: 301-654-9000
E-mail: dhollander@citrincooperman.com
Website: www.citrincooperman.com

Citrin Cooperman is among the largest nation-
ally recognized full-service CPA firms in the United 
States, currently ranked in the top 25. With locations 
in New York, NY; White Plains, NY; Livingston, NJ; 
Norwalk, CT; Philadelphia, PA; Plainview, NY; Brain-
tree, MA; Woburn, MA; Bethesda, MD; Providence, RI; 
Ahmedabad, India; and the Cayman Islands, Citrin 
Cooperman has steadily built its business serving 
a diverse and loyal clientele since 1979. Our daily 
mission is to help our clients focus on what counts. 
We enhance the business and personal lives of our 
clients through our customized approach, which 
includes offering a wide range of attest, assurance, 
tax, and business advisory services, including valu-
ation and forensic services, across the globe. Citrin 
Cooperman has deep experience in a variety of in-
dustries, including entertainment, financial services, 
franchising, health care, private equity, real estate, 
and technology. Citrin Cooperman is an independent 
firm associated with Moore Stephens International 
Limited. 

CORPORATE MEMBERS

BROWN ADVISORY
Investment Management

Brett Rogers, General Counsel
David Churchill, Chief Operating Officer
901 South Bond Street, Suite 400
Baltimore, MD  21231
Tel: 410-537-5486
E-mail: brogers@brownadvisory.com
Website: www.brownadvisory.com

Brown Advisory is an independent investment man-
agement firm managing over $55 billion from offices 
in the US and UK on behalf of clients based in more 
than 34 countries.

PARAMOUNT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS,  
      INC.

Moving Company

Jurgen Tellmann, Director EMEA, Client Services
Mel Smith, Director Sales
Christina McGowan, Move Coordinator
22633 Davis Drive
Sterling, VA  20164
Tel: 800-500-7299
E-mail: jtellman@pts-eu.com
Website: www.paramounttransportationsystems.com

Founded in 1996, Paramount Transportation Systems 
is a privately-held provider of global move manage-
ment services with strategically located operational 
facilities and customer service centers throughout 
the United States, Europe, and Asia.  Paramount spe-
cializes solely in the movement of household goods, 
personal effects, vehicles, and pets for employees of 
multi-national and Fortune 500 corporations.  As a li-
censed global freight forwarder, Paramount manages 
over 42,000 shipments annually, touching more than 
130 countries.

The Newsletter welcomes information 
about your company’s activities. Please 
submit news releases to Ben Cromer, 
Newsletter Editor, via e-mail to ben@
bencromer.com. Materials submitted are 
subject to editing.

HOW TO REACH US
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New Members
SMALL BUSINES MEMBERS

ANTI-AGING AND LONGEVITY INSTITUTE
Pharmaceuticals/Healthcare

Nadu Tuakli
Cindy Quander, Office Manager
10814 Hickory Ridge Road
Columbia, MD  21044
Tel: 410-992-0011
E-mail: drtuakli@aol.com
Website: www.anti-agingdoctor.com

Superior medical care, preventive medicine, and 
anti-aging (longevity) services. Medical and cosmetic 
procedures, Hormone replacement.

CTF GLOBAL
Research & Communications

Isaac Levido, Director
901 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC  20005
Tel: 202-615-5780
E-mail: ilevido@ctfpartners.com

EEL CONSULTING
Consulting Services

Hugh Ferridge
7510 Honesty Way
Bethesda, MD 20817
Tel: 301-830-2488
E-mail: hugh@eelconsulting.com

Enterprise Risk Management.

FISCALNOTE
Government Relations Management

Spencer Mahony, Director of European Markets
Rishi Banerjee, Policy Manager
1 Thomas Circle, 8th Floor
Washington, DC  20005
Tel: 202-641-7872
E-mail: spencer.mahony@fiscalnote.com
Website: www.fiscalnote.com

FiscalNote has reinvented influence with its govern-
ment relationship management platform that lever-
ages proprietary analytics and artificial intelligence 
to maximize impact.

HURT, NORTON & ASSOCIATES
Government Affairs, Marketing & Lobbying

Katharine Wood, Senior Associate
503 Capitol Court, NE, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20002
Tel: 202-543-9398
E-mail: kcw@hurtnorton.com

KLUG LAW OFFICE PLLC
Legal Services

Christopher Klug
1001 G Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC  20001
Tel: 202-590-0457
E-mail: cklug@klugtaxlaw.com
Website: http://klugtaxlaw.com/

Klug Law Office PLLC focuses exclusively on interna-
tional and domestic taxation, business, and estate 
planning matters. Our firm advises domestic and 
foreign clients on tax planning, compliance, and con-
troversy issues.  Our clients range from companies, 
individuals, and families.

REAL ESTATE ADVISORS LLC
Richard Kywata, CPA
1101 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20004
Tel: 541-288-3059
E-mail: usprop@hush.com

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

TOM KOLB

LISA KROCHMAL

MICHAEL MAIBACH

MICHAEL SMITH

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS

SPENCER HOLMES

CAROLINE JOHNSTON

CHRISTOPHER NEANDER

DIANE RISH
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